HANDS ON AT BRIMSTONE HILL FORTRESS

There are few more spectacular places in the Caribbean to participate in
historic preservation work at than Brimstone Hill Fortress on the island of
St. Kitts. Look up from the task at hand, and feast your eyes on the sur-
rounding vistas of green hills blanketed in tropical vegetation, the blue
Caribbean Sea far below, or neighboring islands that rise out of the
ocean to a cloud-topped peak.

But it's not only the surroundings that impress! First used in 1689, when the
French hauled guns up the hill to bombard the small English coastal fort be-
low, construction of a permanent fortifications began in 1690 and continued
for another 200 years, eventually becoming so extensive that it became to be
known as the ‘Gibraltar of the West Indies’

The fortress fell to a French siege in 1782, and when it and St. Kitts, were
later restored to Britain, work on the citadel of Fort George was begun in ear-
nest, continuing until the 1820s. Today, it stands as a testament to the exper-
tise of the military engineers who designed it and the skills of the many Kitti-
tians, free and enslaved, who built it.

Towering almost a thousand feet above sea level, the fortifications have a
commanding view, but one that comes at a cost. Exposed to salt air, hurri-
canes and earthquakes, and built on an unstable geology, the past centuries
have managed to leave their mark on the volcanic rock and limestone so
carefully shaped by the early masons, and now the parade square echoes to
the sound of stone chisels and hammers instead of soldiers’ boots. Restora-
tion, the never-ending race against Mother Nature, and the enhancement of
the fortress facilities for the thousands of international visitors to the site, is
the work of the Brimstone Hill Fortress National Park Society, and it is to this
worthy cause that Caribbean Volunteer Expeditions makes its contribution.

Regulars on CVE programs sign up for the unique hands-on opportunities and
challenges our projects offer. Others look, but we do, and doing is what it is
all about at Brimstone Hilll In the past two years we have sorted and cata-
loged thousands of archeological finds, repaired display cases and mounted
exhibits, refurbished artifact storage rooms, cut trees and cleared vegetation.
Each project has made a significant contribution the sustainability of the For-
tress and its visitor programs, and helped preserve a part of this important
history. No previous experience is necessary to enjoy the satisfaction of a job
well done and the knowledge of having made a worthwhile contribution.

Brimstone Hill was awarded UNESCO World Heritage Status in 1999, and
since then extraordinary efforts have been undertaken to preserve the stone
work, ambience and sense of place of the park. As a part of this effort for the
next year we will focus our work on the substantial 17" century stone walls
that form a part of the citadel defense. Our past vegetation control work on
this section has proven successful, so now we need to remove dead tree
roots, replace the historic masonry and any missing stones and provide the
wall with a new lease on life.

By David Rollinson

Brimstone Hill Fortress

Repairing exhibit furniture

Afternoon field trip
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NEVIS VOLUNTEER PTOJECT
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We can provide you with a custom designed volunteer preser-
vation project in beautiful Nevis. We will arrange the project as
well as the dates, and accommodations to suit your interests,
abilities, schedule and budget. Work can include archival and
display work at one of the museums in Nevis or gardening,
clearing, or light construction work on historic structures. Two
of the CVE group leaders live in Nevis and will coordinate the
project with the Nevis Historic and Conservation Society. Con-
tact: Anne Hersh: ahershcve@aol.com
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Antigua Fort Archeology Project
Grenada- La Sagesse Recommendations
2007
Falmouth, Jamaica Jewish Cemetery Inventory
BVI Historic Site Inventory *
St. John Preservation *
St. Croix Historic Preservation for Landmarks Society*
St. Kitts Historic Cemetery Inventory *
Lunenberg Preservation
Brimstone Hill Restoration *
2008
Wingfield Archeology*
St. Kitts Cemetery Inventory *
Brimstone Hill Restoration *
Hunts Bay Jamaica, Jewish Cemetery Inventory
St. % >
St(, 0o! ?2&
San Salvador Archeology *

2009

Hunts Bay and Orange Street Kingston Jamaica
Brimstone Hill St. Kitts*
St. Kitts Cemetery Inventory*

San Pedro de Macoris Historic Buildings Survey Dominican
Republic

* Projects with Elderhostel Volunteers
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